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TRAM TEST CASE
The tram test case was heard by Magistrate Kar last Wednesday.
The plaintiff, Mr. Goovadia, was represented by Mr. Gandhi, and the
respondent by Mr. Hile, the Town Council advocate. The Crown Coun-
sel, Mr. Elaine, appeared on behalf of the Government. He conducted
the case well without discriminating between the white and the Coloured.
During his examination, Mr. Coovadia deposed that the respondent for-
bade him to travel by the tram and asked him to use the tram reserved
for the Coloureds; the case was, therefore, brought to court. On the
Counsel for the Town Council admitting the said facts, it was not consi-,
dered necessary to record Mr. Maclntyre's evidence. The respondent
argued that he had orders from the Town Council not to admit Indians
or other Coloured persons into the tram unless they were servants ac-
companying their white masters, and that he had accordingly refused
admission to the plaintiff. In his address to the court, Mr. Elaine said
that, according to the bye-laws of the Johannesburg Tramway, Indians
were entitled to travel by any tram-car, and that the respondent was,
therefore, guilty.
In his address, Mr. Hile admitted that the tramway bye-laws did
not prohibit Indians from travelling by any tram-car. Eut there was
a regulation, introduced by the Sanitary Committee [of the Town Coun-
cil] during the Boer regime, which made it an offence for any Coloured
person to use a tram, a bus or a cab reserved for the whites. By virtue
of that regulation, still unrepealed, an Indian could be refused a seat
in a tram. To this Mr. Elaine replied that the said regulation was no
longer applicable and that Indians were entitled, by virtue of the bye-
law passed by the Council, to travel in the tram. Mr. Kar has deferred
judgment in the case till Monday. If it is announced on Monday, I
shall communicate it
According to news subsequently received, we have won the tram
case and the Municipality has preferred an appeal,
RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT FOR THE TRANSVAAL
The agitation for responsible government is still continuing in Johan-
nesburg. The Boer People's Committee and the leaders of the Respon-
sible and Progressive Parties met at the residence of Sir George Farrar
with the object of 'arriving at a unanimity of views. What transpired
at the meeting is not so far known; but it is believed that they could
not reach an agreement and dispersed without taking a decision.